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east and west, and its centre coincides with the
western focus of the ellipse which forms the boundary
of the meizoselsmal area. It lies, moreover, close to
Ventas de Zafarraya and Arenas del Rey, the two
places where the seismic death-rate was highest,
while its major axis almost coincides with the line
joining them.

The evidence of hanging lamps collected by the
French Commission was more consistent than that
of the fallen objects. At every place, the plane in
which the lamps oscillated was nearly constant, the
deviations being generally attributable to irregulari-
ties in the mode of suspension. The azimuths again
intersect within an elliptical area, which, according to
the Commission, differs little from the central region
of the earthquake (Fig. 20). It is clear, however,
from the map accompanying the French report, that
the majority converge towards a narrow band extend-
ing east and west from near Arenas del Rey to near
Ventas de Zafarraya, and therefore agreeing closely
with the epicentral area as determined by Professors
Taramelli and Mercalli.1

DEPTH OF THE SEISMIC FOCUS.

If the depth of the seismic focus amounts to several
miles, one of the most serious objections to Mallet's
method lies in the varying refractive power of the
different strata traversed by the earth-waves (p. 28).

1 The French observers have also applied a method depending on
the time of occurrence of the shock. Joining places where the recorded
times were the same, they notice that the perpendicular bisectors of
these lines intersect within an area which agrees practically with that
determined by the azimuths. The inaccuracy of the time-records must,
however, lessen the significance of this result.